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Ir I have formed a right idea of the an- 
cient, honourable, and reſpectable Fraternity of 
FREE MASONS, their Inſtitution is friendly to 
Religion, and is calculated to encourage virtue, hu- 
manity, and moral goodneſs, on which the happi- 
neſs of human Society, and that of all the indivi- 
duals of mankind, ¶ entially depends. 


W1rTHrovur pretenGing, therefore, to any ſpecial 
knowledge of the Maſonic Art, or acquainted with 
its peculiar myſteries, (being not a Maſon myſelf) 
] may nevertheleſs, be able to offer ſomething up- 
on the preſent occaſion, that ſhall not be altogeth- 
er foreign to the nature and deſign of its eſtabliſh- 


ment; and at the ſame time, ſerve to recommend 
and inculcate that righteouſneſs, benevolence, and uni- 


verſal goodneſs, that is incumbent on all mankind, 
of every character and condition in life, and that 
18 highly uſeful to them, in all their ſocial combi - 
nations, throughout the world. 


I AM not inſenſible, that it has been common 
ppon the like occaſions, to confine Diſcourſes, not 
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a little, to the duties and virtues of Philanthropy, 


and Brotherly Love, which are moſt important 


branches of moral and ſocial goodneſs, and one 


principal end of this Inſtitution. 


Bur I propoſe to aſſume a ſomewhat larger 


ſcope and latitude, and to treat of VIR TUR, the 


great object of this, and many other valuable So- 
cieties, in a more general way. For as Love, in the 
large and comprehenſive ſenſe, is the fulfilling of 
the Law, it muſt compriſe and involve, in the idea 


ot it, many other moral exceliencies, and worthy 


qualities, beſide Benevolence, in the ſtrict and reſ- 
trained ſenſe of it, all of them contraſted to the ſpi- 
rit and practice of this depraved and perverſe 
world, and all neceſſary to conſtitute the character 
of Goop Main, of every order, name and deſerip- 


tion. 


I Have therefore made choice of that general 
requiſition of the Apoſtle, relative to a non-con- 


formity to this preſent evil world, contained in his 
Epiſtle to the 


x 


ROMANS, 12 CHAP, ii VERSE, 
THESE WORDS—AND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD. . 


MASONS, in particular, profeſs to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from a diſſolute, malevolent and 
wicke world, by their examplary Charity, Sobri- 
ety and Wiſdom. 

Tuegy 
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Tur appear to be founded upon the invaria- 


ble principles of Natural Religion, and Piety towards 
Gov, without diſowning Revelation at the lame 
time, or rejecting the ſuperior light and glories 
of the everlaſting goſpel. 


For the benefit and informaticn of ſuch, if 
any ſuch there be, who are altogether ignorant of 
the nature of this Inſtitution, and on that or any 
other account, may feel themſelves prejudiced a- 
gainſt it, I will produce a paſſage or two from their 
publiſhed, authentic Conſtitutions. 


Say they, © A Maso is obliged to obey the 
Moral Law; and if he rightly underſtands the Art 
he can never be a ſtupid Atheiſt, nor an irreligious 
Libertine ; nor act againſt conſcience.” They are 
required “ to be good men and true, or men of 
honor and honeſty, by whatever denomination or 
perſuaſion they may be diſtinguiſhed. They are 
to cultivate brotherly love ; to be good citizens, 
and peaceable members of civil ſociety —to pro- 
mote the uſeful arts—to encourage the moral vir- 
tues, and improve in all that is good and amiable 
to conſider the holy writings, the Bible, as the 
unerring ſtandard of truth and juſtice, and to regu- 
late their lives and actions by their divine pre- 
cepts.** It might be needleſs to add more. 


Vexy true it is, we may ſpeak of Gop Al- 
MIGHTY, as the prime and ſupreme Arthitect, 
who built the ſkies, and meeted out the heavens ; 
who ſet acompals upon the face of the deep, and 
formed 


8 

formed the dry land. And may conſider King 
$01.0MON, and many other of the Ancients, as wiſe 
Deſigners and curious Artificers. But I know no 
better, than to fuppoſe, proper Maſonry, to be a 
more modern, or rather leſs ancient matter, and 
the true origin of it might be the voluntary aſſo- 

ciation of a claſs of ingenicus, ſkillful artiſts, ma- 

ny centuries Paſt, and in darker days, when the 
manual and liberal arts were little under:tood and 

practiſed, and that they thus aſſociated with a view 
to the improvement and propagation of thoſearts, 
and the more liberal ſpirit that attended them, in 
thoſe rude, uncultivated ages and becauſe the 
deſign was noble, and their combination of public 
utility, calculated to promote induſtry, virtue, and 
mechanic ſkill ; they were joined and countenan- 
ced by men of other characters and profeſſions— 
by patriots and princes—and friends to human ſo- 
ciety, in an age, when our preſent modern aſſo- 
ciations, literary, human, and philoſophical, were 
things unknown in the world. By this means 
they became reſpectable and numerous, and a moſt 
uſeful body of men, in various countries, during 
thoſe unpoliſhed and barbarous times. 


Ap in length of time, as the knowledge of 
the arts has increaſed, become common, and an 
object more generally attended to, they have vari- 
ed, in part, and with good reaſon, from their ori- 
ginal purpoſe and intention. But, nevertheleſs, 
as the primitive inſtitution was founded in phi- 
lanthropy and ſocial good, ſo the ſpirit of bro- 

therly 
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therly Jove, humanity; and univerſal benevolence; 
10 ſay no more, has been handed down and propa- 
gated in ſucceſſive Lodges to the preſent day :— 
And many of the more wealthy ones are able, from 
their ample funds, to extend their charities to their 
poor brethren, their fuffering Widows s and their 
helpleſs orphans. 


Wirn regard to the ſpecial connexion and 
dependence of the words we have choſen, would 
obſerve, that St. Paur, after having redfotied large- 
ly upon ſeveral important divine ſubjects, and 
learnedly diſcuſſed a number of uſeful points of 
doctrine, in the Chriſtian ſcheme, proceeds in this 
Chapter, and thoſe that follow, as he does in moſt 
of his Fpiſtles, to make ſome moral reflections and 
obſervations, and concludes a long argumentative 
diſcourſe, with thoſe plain, practical inſtructions, 
exhortations and directions, that are calculated to 
form the Chriſtian life and manners, 


In the firſt verſe, he moſt earneſtly bbs, 
mends,to all Chriſtians, and eſpecially his country- 
men,theJews,refidentatRome,and in the language of 
their law, to preſent or conſecrate their own bo- 
dies, as living ſacrifices to Gop, to be improved to the 
purpoſes of his honor and glory, inſtead of offering 
of sLAIN beaſts, and other legal rites and outward 
ceremonies : Foraſmuch as this would be a ſer- 
vice more ſuitable to the reaſonable nature of man, 
more intrinſically excellent, and acceptable to 
| Gov, who looks at the heart, who is principally 


pleaſed with ſolid and ſubſtantial virtue, with 
B whom 
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are to - is 3 than facrifice, and to beark⸗ 
en than the fat of Rams, 


TW) 


Hrs next injunction, W in che bad 
ere, 1 is this, © Be not conformed to this world,” 
either Heatheniſh or even Jewiſh world, under the 
preſent pure,rational and more perfect diſpenſation 
of the goſpel : but inſtead of being conformed to it, 
be rather TRANSFORMED by the renewing and 
change of your mind, your judgment and view of 
things, that fo you may diſcern the moral differ- 
ence of them, and approve and practice that real 
goodneſs, and perfect excellence, that is accord- 
ing to the will of Gov, and the only thing, compa- 
ratively, that is acceptable i in his fight. 


Tue Apoſtle's central injunction and requi- 
fition int the text, is, Be noT conFORMED TO 
THis WorLD,” But way, and wHEREEN, we muſt 
not be conformed to ir, is the Preacher's buſineſs, 
particularly, to point Our. 


Ir it be aſked, then, way we muſt be n non- con- 

formiſts to the world ? the anlwer is plain and ea- 
ſy—becauſe it is, in general, a vi crous world. — 
For it is the world confidered as MoOoRAL, that is 
here principally intended. And as ſuch, it is fo 
debauched and corrupted, ſo full of wickedneſs, 
and overſpread with luſt and violence, that good 
men are ſo far from being conformed to it, that 
they are ſaid to be not of che world to be choſen 
out of it to have their hearts above it, and their 
hopes and treaſures in heaven. * Le are not of 
the world, ſays our Loo to his Diſciples, even as 
Iam not of the world.” do 
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So very weak and imperfect i is human virtue, 
indeed, and the truly righteous ſo very few in num- 
ber, that the men of the world have ſometimes 
ꝛauntiily pretended that virtue was but a mere 
chimerical thing, and religion an empty name, and 
that all men are capable of corrruption, and may 
be debauched from their fidelity.” But although 
theſe may be only the dreams and vain fancies of 
men that have evidently no virtue themſelyes, yet 
it is unhappy, and greatly to be lamented, that 
vice is ſo univerſally prevalent, and that. the lit ile 
kindom of righteouſ neſs is no more diſtin guiſhable, 
even by bad men, in this huge work of iniquity ! 
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Bur if it be required; WHEREIN it is requiſite 
thar we be not conformed to this world? I will 
endeavour to enumerate ſome inſtances, in which 
a conformity to it, is obvioufly not allowable, in re· 
gard of any profeſſion : and order of men. 1 


ESE 
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gift Wo may not be ——— to the world. 
in its /treligions impirty and prophanete/s. 


| Now what we * to underftand by the itrelt⸗ 
gion andi impiety of the world, confiſts ih the two 
extremes of infilelity, on the one hand, and per- 
fition on the other. The ſormer hegatives reli- 
gion wholly, and diſavows the exiſtence of it — 
The latter ſuppoſes and allows it, and is the empty 1 
thadow that continyally follows, the, {ol id ſub- 7 
ſtance. Atheiſm and downright profaneneſs axe 
291. Fare-Joced PIETY But eyen in idolatry, 
ae ibn fared /hy pocridy.chan of l cal and ſolid . 
piety. 4 


12 | 
piety. T by old Antediluvian BETTY were moi 
remarkable. for the former—after ages, terrified by 
the. deſolating, dreadful deluge, ſought refuge i in 
the /a;ter. From Atheiſm they ſoon ran into Po- 
| lytheiſm-and inſtead of denying e of 


one Gop, they proceeded to ie and a- 
dore a multitude. | 


ReL1G10Nn, however, is a reality, and has its 
foundation in nature and reaſon, and is not a mere 
ereature of imagination notwithſtanding i it may 
have been denied by ſome, and diſguiſed and per- 
verted by others. There is a moral ſenſe, a kind of 
rational inſtinct, that prompts mankind, in gene- 
ral, not only to virtues of the /ocral kind, but to 
acts of religion and devotion, alſo, of ſome ſort and qua- 
lity or other. Now this native propenſity to reli- 
gion, liko other uſeful and neceſſary paſſions of 
human nature, has been often perverted and abu- 
fed, to ſerve the vileſt of purpoſes, right con- 
trary to the original deſign and tendency of it.— 
For deſigning impoſters and artful hypocrites, 
havetaken the advantage of it, to introduce, under 
the ſpecious pretext of religion, every kind of fol- 
ly. ſuperſtition and madnneſs among the nations. 


Fo inſtance, if we attend to the meiiniiela and 
multiplicity of the Heathen deities—the lewd, 
impious, and immoral manner, in which their 
wicked Gods were ſerved and adored :—If we at- 
tend to the idle, lacivious, ridiculous fancies: of Ma- 
HOMET, embraced by his followers :—Or to the ly- 
ing wonders, juggles, and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtitions of 

Rome 


13 


Rune Chriſian; and then conſider the reaſcnablg 
moral and dignificd natute of man, it will appear 
13 truly, and ro the laſt degree afloniſhing! 1 Nothing 
but pure, ſtubborn ſacts, could render the above- 
mentioned things eredible—ln 57 of T 8 
o_ would exceed all bel cf. | 


Fux 8 1 and ata GB can be ac- 
non for, only by adverting to that radical, 
ſtrong propenſion to religion, in an irreligious, 
vitiated world, that was taken notice of before men, 
tond of their luſts and vices, and unwilling to part 
with them, and at the ſame time reſtleſs and un- 
eaſy, without any kind of iclig ion at all, are. eaſily 
deluded 3 into. ede that has he, face and ap- 
their W is yet wholly N ee of, 
and perhaps utterly inconſiſtent with that virtue, 
and moral goodneſs, in which the eſſence of all 
true religion, forever did and will conſiſt. 


Bur we need not travel, my hearers, into Pa- 
gan, Mabemetan, or Roman Catholic countries, to 


£%\ © # *» 


of the world. Among PFioteſtants, as well as In- 


Adels and Papiſts, there is ſuperſtition, profaneneſs, 


and irreligion enough There are Deifts, if not A- 
theiſts, who diſcredit divine revelation ; who deride 
the Sox or God, and ſneer at the ſcheme of re- 
demption, in every view; who neglect, and not only 
neglect but deſpiſe, and ridicule the doctrines, the 
grace and inſtitutions of the glorious goſpel. But 
if we give up thoſe good tidings ot great joy to all 


pe ple, 
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people, where ſhall we ſinners look for ſalvation ? 
Nature plainly faith, it is not in me, Nature can- 
notpardor, and therefore cannot fave. And if it can- 
not pardon neither it cannot reclaim. For the hope 
of pardon and life, are the ſource and ſpring of vir- 
tue. The law faith, the ſoul that ſins, ſhall die 
the wages of ſin is death. But the reſurrection to 
new life, is no article of nature's creed. Nor can 
the grave give up the dead,committed to its cuſto. 
dy, that they may poſſeſs new life and a happy im- 
mortality, until the fin is done away, which con- 
demned them to that priſon. But meer law and 
nature, can give no diſcharge. That is the act of 
the Lawgiver, and the work of grace, diſplayed in 
the golpel, by Jesus Cuxlsr, and communicated 
to the very face of nature. What, then, is the 
hope of the infidel, the deiſt, the diſciple of meer 
nature and reaſon, as oppoſed to grace and revela- 
tion! Such may fear to die, but cannot hope to 
live again and whatever may be their pretences 
to reaſon and honour, their higheſt ambition muſt 
be to die forever, like the brutes, and expiate their 
guilt by the loſs of exiſtence. 


Akx there not thoſe, that impiouſiy beate 
God's holy day of reſt that have ears to hear, but 
do not hear the inſtructions of God's word that 
can ſatisfy and entertain themſelves with almoſt 
any thing, rather than pay their public acknow- 
ledgments to the great Author of their beings, and 
adore Him, in whoſe hand is their life and breath, 
and who gives them all things richly to enjoy? 


Ans 8 


rs 
Ax Ali not thoſe that reſtrain player dez 
fore Gov, and worſhip him neither in their ow 
houſes, or in his —who caſt off fear, gratitude and 
devotion, and live as without Gob in the world— 
who add impudence to impiety, and that too, ore 


than heal heniſb, and boldly fay, © What is the Al. 


” 


mighty, that we fhould ferve him, or what profit 


ſhould we have if we pray unto him ?” 


Axe there not others on the oppoſite mad, up- 
on the fide of ſuperſlition, that make an oftenta- 
tious appearance of their ſanctity that act the 
Phariſee to play the hy pocrite that mock Go 
with the empty forms, without the power of God- 
lineſs, and draw nigh to him with their mouths; 
while their hearts are far from him—who are nice 


and ſcrupulous and perhaps querulous in matters of 


indifference, or little or no importance, while at 
the fame time they neglect the moral and 
more weighty matters of the law, juſtice, mer- 
cy and fidelity—who for a pretence make long or 
loud prayers, and like the Athenians of old, 


(who paid honors to a God of whom they had no 


knowledge) are in all things too ſuperſtitious ? 
Even zaolatry itſel is not peculiar to the Hea- 
then world —The groſſer and more coarſe fort of 
it may belong to them, but there is a refined and 
more inward kind of it, that is common among 


Chriſtians. When the heart of man, inſtead of go- 


ing after God, goes after its covetouſnels, it is /p#- 
ritual idolatry. Worldiy-minded men are wor- 


ſhippers of Mammon. Some make their belly their 
_ god. 
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god.— And every proud man or woman, may be- 


ſaid to idolize themſelves, whether the object of 
their pride be birth, beauty, dreſs, faſhion, promo- 
tion, or whatever concerning ſuch, (uſing the Pro: 
pher” s words) we might lay 1heſe men have 
ſer up their idols in their hearts, and put the ſtumb· 

ling: block of their iniquity before their faces.” 7 


WIxI regard to profane language, curſing and 
blaſpheming Gop, and taking his name in yain, 
to the ſhame of Chriſtians, I believe, it might be 
laid, that they exceed all the reſt of mankind.— 
What horrid oaths and imprecations, do we often 
hear, as we paſs the ſtreets, and even in the mouths 
of children and babes! M hat dire execrations and 
curſes in clubs and companies of angry, intempe- 
rate and contentious men! not to mention the 
cool, inconſiderate profaneneſs, of great numbers, that 
ſcarcely ſpcak without an oath. Many ſuch fools 
there are, as vainly fancy that they add ornament 
to their diſcourſe, and ſhew their Smarineſs, by 
their oaths and bold profanity ! 


Bur what is perhaps the moſt of fall to be la- 


mented and deplored, is the great prevalence of 


this unpiety among perſons of rank, figure and 4iſ- 


ſinction, which ſerves to give, as it were, a curren- 


ey and ſuppoſed grace, to this deteſtable practice, 
and renders it a matter of emulation to their inferi- 
ois, who are ambitious to vie with their bet ters, if 
in nothing elſe, in an accompli ſament ſo faſhionable 
and ſo eaſily acquired. 


THis. 
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FTuis is an iniquity that ſhould be puniſhed 
by the judges and magiſtrates, and much oftner 
than it is—and what hinders its being done? For 
ſurely there are none of this honourable order, that 
can make this excuſe for their neglect, that where- 
in they judged others they ſhoutd condemn them- 
elves, for they al fo do the ſame things. 


Tus is ſomething ſo extremely ſhocking in 
one human creature's calling upon Goo to dum 


the ſoul of another, however it may be palliated 


or made light of, that nothing but the commonneſs 
of it, could make it any way /uferable, or allow it 
to paſs with impunity any where, but eſpecially 
under a chriſtian government. Pagans and Infi- 


dels cannot be guilty of equal profanity with im- 


pious chriſtians, becauſe they have not an equal 
knowledge of Gov, and that tremendous wrath 
which he has revealed in the goſpel againſt all an- 
godlineſs, as well as unrighteouſneſs of men. 


To ſuch groſs and abominable impieties of 
this wicked world, let us never be conformed. 


Nor but that there are lower degrees of ungod- 
lineſs, and ſpecies of irreligion, leſs criminal and 
malignant, in regard of which we muſt be alſo non- 
conformiſts, for many a one, who is not a blaſ- 
phemer, an infidel, or profane fwearer, is neverthe- 
theleſs chargeable with impiety towards Gov, by 


the mere abſence of thofe virtuous, divine tempers 


and diſpoſitions, in which real religion conſiſts. 

A mere negative piety is not enough to diſtinguifh 

us from an irreligious world. So far muſt we be 
C ſrom 


1 
* 
7 
es... 
2 
1 
5 


8 3 


. 


oo Ag 


8 


222 ene ones 
& a 7 IE I _—_— 


2 


8 IC WII * Dan 1 m — . - Es - k 
— a — — Y — 2 — * — — oy — : — — . 
2 7 7 3 2 2 2 2 95 — K „ . * 2 — 5 ny er = 22 — — — 1 2 > — — 4 -® .+ 0 — — — = - - , non = — 
ax * * N 1 RG £22 - Y * L : 6 cues > 0 r 1 rere 2 , 7 FFP 3 N 2 - TY "—— 
* * N 14S * * l FS, 8 — e 5 N 7 rr W % . ** * 2 7 "35% 4 Bb 3 * « 1 24 rer _ . 
” Ge - — 2 — 1 » — — rg — WV — — — on SER — 1 8 . SETS ALY ; 2 12 n Ts . ka" a4 r 4 > IT P : 
2 wg, — TS SD . 


180 
. 7 
* 


from e an $6 £0" world, einer in its 
atheiſm or ſuperſlition, as to be actually and babitu- 


ally poſſeſt of all thoſe virtues, of love, reverence. 


hope, confidence, reſignation, ſubmiſſic ion, that com- 


poſe the complex duty of devotion; and muſt not 


only worſhip Goo, but worſhip him in ſpirit and. 
in truth, in all ſincerity and uprightneſs, if it may 


be ſaid of us, that we are truly pious that we walk 
vith God, and are not of the world, even as Cunier 
was not of the world. 


2dly.—Be not conformed: to this world in its 


luxury, pride, and vanity. 


Tux luxury of civilized, commercial nations . is 
often boundleſs ; no limits can be preſcribed to it. 
It commonly encreaſes with opulence, and keeps 


pace with the accumulation of wealth and proper: 
ty, and the acquired means of gratifying vanity, 


Rrcuss beget pride and profuſeneſs, and in- 


ſpire the great and noble with an emulous ambi- 


tion to furpaſs each other in ſplendour and magni. 
ficence - and the poor and dependent ſtrive to fol. 
low their example, and aim at diſtinction among 
their equals, in every faſhionable kind of extrava- 
gance. But ſurely menof low degree are vanity, 
and men of high degree are a lie; to be laid in the 
balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.” 
Among people where arts and traffic are little 
known, they live moreaccording to nature, which 
is content with little. 


Ir 
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17 18 owing to circumſtances more than to the 
nature of man, that luxury does not every where 
prevail and becorne rampant. | 


Bur though laxury requires affluence t to ſup- 
port it x yet pride can live any where: Though it 
be the companion of luxury, and riots in her gay 
apartments, yet it can dwell in huts and cottages, 
as well as palaces—it is a common inmate to all, 
to high and low, rich and poor, to the rude favage 
and the poliſhed citizen. For amongſt all condi- 
tions and characters, there is a higher and a lower; 
a better and a worſe, and many kinds of diſtinction 
that furniſh our food for human vanity. 


To run the line with preciſion between the 
native, cheap fimplicity of life, and the coſtly ele- 


gance of luxury, and ſay how far it is lawful and 


allowable to indulge to ai] cuſtoms, and arli- 


Fcial wants and cravings, in all the varying atti- 


tudes and complicated circumſtances of mankind, 
and under every form ot government, would be a 
taſk too mighty to undertake. 


Tax are certainly the corvententies, as well 
as neceſſaries of life; and thoſe diſtinctions among 
men, in point both of property and power, that give 


_ countenance to different modes of living. 


Tux bountiful author of nature, has not, like 
ſome earthly deſpots, confined us to the penurious 
articles of mere exiſtence ; but indulges us liberal- 
ly in many delights and comforts, not merely to 
preſerve, but to render our lives happy; and which 

therefore 
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therefore, within the bounds of reaſon, modera- 
tion and decency, and without injuring others, we 
may very innocently enjoy. | 


Wirty regard to theſe ſaperabounding blei- 


ſings of divine goodneſs, a latitude ſeems to be al- 


lowed, as in many other caſes. No general rule 
can reach, and become applicable to all particular 
inſtances, and perſons of all deſcriptions, ſo very 
various are the ſituations and conditions of men; 
and therefore they are left, as reaſonable and ac- 
countable creatures, to judge and act for themſel ves. 
Nevertheleſs, a life of idleneſs, diſſipation, and 
wantonneſs, muſt be univerſally reprobated. And 
certain it is, the happineſs of man's lite conſiſts 
not in the abundance of the things that he poſ- 
ſeſſes ; nor in pomp and ſhow, and glittering ap- 
pearance. Without theſe things we may be hap- 
Py ; and with them we may be very miſerable. — 
All things here below, even the moſt ſolid, durable 
and ſatisfy ing, are vain and unſubſtantial; but the 
mere gaities, fuperfluities and fopperies of life, are 
the very ſhadow of ſhadows—the vanity of vanities. 

SOLOMON found it ſo, after fyll trial of luxury, 
pleaſure and magnificence, upon the largeſt ſcale. 


Tre is a better way, my hearers, to ſecure 
peace and happineſs—a better way to improve our 
time, our talents, and the gifts of fortune, than in 
dreſs and flouriſh, and pompous appearance 
namely, in the aſſiduous acquiſition of moral and 
literary accompliſhments—in the indulgence of 
the ſocial affections, and making uſe of affluence 

and 
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and abounding wealth, for the good of the world 
in which we live, and in diſpenſing happineſs, in 
a godlike manner, to the miſerable, and ſuch as 
are deſtitute of common comſorts. 


Tails is luxury in the perfection and beauty 
of it, infinitely ſurpaſſing that which conſiſts in 
ſuperb edifices, elegant accommodations, expen- 
five equipages, immenſe poſſeſſions, and all the 
envied greatneſs of man. 


Thy that make it their great ſtudy and wn 
to conform tothis world, iu the pride and luxury 
of it, even though they could arrive at the ſummit 
of their wiſhes, and reach the very higheſt on of 
mode and inagnificence; yet ſooner or later would 
feel themſel ves diſappointed in their expectations, 
and find that all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
For, as ſaith the Prophet, the lofty looks of man 
ſhall be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall 
be bowed down—and the day of the Lox ſhall be 
upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon 
every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought 
low. And we know how the great Founder of our 
religion, now highly exalted in the Heavens, un- 
dervalued pomp and grandeur, when here below, 
and ſo heartily deſpiſed thoſe riches and glories 
that captivate the vain ſons of men, as to refuſe 
having any part or ſhare in them, to teach us that 
the way to true honour and happineſs, is humil- 
ity, beneficence, and a conformity to the will of 
Bop; and not a conformity to this World. 


zdly. 
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zäaͤly. Ax avarice, unrighteouſneſs, and the he | 
of power and dominion, be not conformed to this 


world. 


I Asso CTA TE all theſe together, however dif- 
ferent in their nature, becauſe they are all nearly 
related and connected, to ſerve to make up a com- 


Pany, being reciprocally neceſſary to carrying on 


a common deſign, in a wicked confederacy with 
each other. For avarice without injuſtice and op · 

preſſion, could not gain its ends, and fully accom- 
pliſh its purpoſes. It aims to engroſs all proper- 
ty, and therefore muſt occaſionally invade and 
make depredations upon the rights and poſſeſſions 
of others and then again, as wealth and property 


give power and influence, they feed and gratity the 
luſt of dominion. 


 Coverousxtess, whatever ſpecious pretences it 
may aſſume, is a very different thing from meer 
good economy, induſtry, frugality, and a laudable 
attention to property and perſonal intereſt. True 
It is, he that is deſtitute of theſe hrijſty virtues is a 
prodigal, and errs in his looſeneſs and ſupineneſs, 
upon the one hand, as the niſer does, in his . 
ineſs and rapacity on the other. 


AvARIck is an exceſſive loye of the world— 
an unbounded luſt of gain, and therefore will not 


ſtick to trample upon the laws of juſtice, and prey 
upon the goods of others, to promote its own inte. 
reſt, and augment its treaſures. ** He that maketh 
haſte to be rich, ſhall not be innocent.” 


AND 


| DF oe : = — . 

An it ſeems to be becauſe worldly riches and 
treaſures are ſo frequently acquired and heaped up 
by fraud and injuſtice, that our Saviour gives 
them the epithet of unrigbteous The mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs.” Hereby intimating to us, 
that the luſi after riches, and the unjuſt manner of 
amaſſing them, not the riches themſelves, or the 
poſſeſſion of them, is unrighteous. For it would 
be difficult to ſay, how worldly wealth gotten by 
fraudand cheatery, though uſed in charity, could 
ſerve to make for us friends in Heaven. In like 
manner it is not money itielf, but the love of it, is 
the root of all evil. So gain may be as clean as o- 


ther things, for it is only the wicked, impure man- 


ner of getting it, that makes lucre filthy. This i- 
deal God of wealth, is no other than the inſa- 
tiable deſire of riches. It is the ſame thing as 
worldly mindedneſs and covetouſneſs. The name 
of the Heathen God is put for the luſt he is ſup- 
poſed to patronage. As is a common caſe. So 
Bacchus is drunkeneſs, Maxs is courage, Apo 
is wiſdom, andVenus is fleſhly luſt. They all have 


their devotees and adorers. And among the reſt 


how very prevalent this unhallowed, reſtleſs paſ- 
ſion of covetoufneſs ? How wide and extended 
the buſy empire of this fitious Deity ? How 
general the cry, not what ſhall we do to be ſaved, 
but who will ſhew us any worldly, temporal good ? 


Wu eager multitudes throng the temple of 
Mammon, and are ſcarcely divided between two, 
but ſerve the world only ? and are infinitely more 

” concerned 
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concerned to lay up periſhable treaſures, for therm. 
ſelves here below, than to be rich towards God 
ſay ing of the gold it is my hope, and the fine gold 
it is my confidence. Therefore, «* Goto now ye. 
rich men, weep and howl - Your riches are cor- 
rupted - your garments are moth eaten your gold 


and filver are cankered - ye have heaped treaſures 
together for the laſt days.” 


LET us not then, my beloved bearers, beworld- 
ly- minded men, and worfhippers of Mammon.— 
Riches profit not in the day of wrath. God and 
the world are at enmity. We cannot be the ſer- 
vants of two ſuch oppoſite maſters. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. It behoves us therefore, to become dead to 
the world, that we may be alive to God. Our 
hearts muſt no longer go after our covetouſneſs, 
when we ſeek toſecure the true riches,and provide 


for ourſelves bags that wax not old, a treaſure mn 
the Heavens. 


Bur it is further to be conſidered, that al- 
though worldly riches and treaſures, which are of- 
ten acquired by fraud and unrighteouſneſs, are the 

primary immediate object of avarice, yet it has a 

farther reach, and ſtands nearly connected with a- 
nother prevailing, deſtructive paſſion of human 
nature, the 4ſt of power and dominion. 
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Ricnes give power and without property 
and poſſeſſion there is no dominion and controul 
over others. ¶ iſdom and knowledge, it is true, have 


their 
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_theirinfluencei inthis ** exalt ſomos "Wo expe- 
Tience ſhews that they are eſpecially good and ſuc- 

ceſsful with an 7uberitance. The poor man's wil 
dom is deſpiſed: Therefore, men hate poyerfy 
upon a n en. 2 6 95 tim fg 


=” 

GREAT tees is apt to acquire arbitrary 
ſway. And: ſüch is the ſpirit of this avaricious, 
ariſtocratic world, that reaſon and right cannot 
maintain their ground, bat are often cruſhed: be- 
fore ſuperior might and abſolute power. 


Max was originally meg for dominion, and 
dignified. by his Maker with the, government © of 


the inferior world. But not U with the pro- : 


vince aſſigned him, has proudly u lurped atho: 
rity over his fellow-men. 


War are, moſt of the deſolating Ws and 
gody co tentions mong the ions, that have 
mon 1 hs of on wy ig Her the ET With 
miſery, poverty, a and ſlayery, but a rue}, unjuſt 
invaſion of each other 8 rightful claims and do- 
minions, under ſome ſpecious pretence of injury 
and wrong, but really and at the bottom, for 
pride or revenge, from the luſt of power, or for 
the purpoſes of mere glory and their own emolu- 
ment? As though one individual, by a ſuperior 


ſtrength, ſhould wreſt his property from another, | 


and by injuſtice and cruel violence, SRTAnCI7e 
himſelf, by the ruin of his harmleſs but weaker 
D neighbour. 
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neighbour. And if we look into hiſtory we ſhall 
find, that perhaps moſt of the kingdoms and go. 
vernments of this world, had their riſe and origin 
In this way ard that the foundation of them: was 
laid in rapine and a wicked, barbarous invaſion of 
the rights and territories of others. From man's 
luſts of wealth and power, have ſprung up king- 


doms, and from the ſame luſts in conjunction 


with pride, malevolence and revenge, have come 
wars and fightings, and nation has ariſen up a- 
gainſt nation, and kingdom againft kingdom. — 
Manv of the celebrated. heroes and warriors of 
ancient, to ſay nothing of modern ages, who for the 
fake of conqueſt and a mere thirſt of glory. and 
dominion, have carried terror and devaſtation 
through the world. The NEBZVUchADNEZEZ ERS and 
ALEXANDERs of the earth, have merited no better 
title to themſelves, than huge, renowned Butchers 
of the human race. | | 


O! rut ravages of ambition! The dreadful 


> havock that pride and luſt of power have made in 


the earth ! What revolutions ! What depopula- 
tions! What murders ! What cruelties and ſlau gh- 


ters have they not perpetrated ! 


LET us take heed how we conform to this 
world, in that vanity and love of defpotic power 
that has made it bleed ſo often, and almoſt at eve- 
ry vein. If we would be the diſciples of the 
meek and lowly Jzsus, whoſe kingdom is not of 
this world, we muſt not reſemble thoſe proud, aſ- 


fuming deſpots, that rule and lord it over the 


rations. 
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nations. Our bleſſed Lord has iuverted the ſpirit 
and practice of this vain and ſelfiſh world, and has 
raught us, by his example, as well as authority, to 


be not only juſt, but good and beneficent in pro- 


portion to our power and ſtation and if we are 
greateſt to be the ſervants of all. Civil rulers 
muſt be fathers to the cominunity and biſhops 
muſt not lord it over Gop's heritage. Rulers, in 
Church and State, muſt be the guardians and pro- 
tectors of the people's liberties, not the arbitrary 
invaders of their rights. They are authoriſed and 
put in truſt, to ſave and not to deſtroy. Gop ne- 
ver made pride for mortal man; nor cruel tyrants 
to cruſh and devour the world. Tyranny is the 
offspring of corruption; it was generated by hell- 
iſh luſt, and never was ſent down from Heaven. 


4thly.—Be not conformed to this world in 
debauchery, intemperance and exceſs, | 
Trtst are enormities the world greatly a- 
bounds with the charge connot be denied. Ma- 


ny have the effrontry to practice them openly, 


though common modeſty would wiſh to conceal 
them. Theſe are the things that conſtitute that 
carnal mind, which is enmity againſt Gop. — 
They are thoſe lults of the fleſh; which the Apol- 


_ tle joins with the luſts of the eye, and the pride of 


life, and ſays, they are not of the Father, but of 


the world. —Theſe are vices, in which the body is 
more eſpecially concerned, and may be called c7- 
. poral, as diſtinguiſhed from mental vices. The 


world is given to ſenſuality and voluptuouſneſs— 
SIDNEY * 10 
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to 88 the exceſſive 'gratificat ion 61 fieſnly appetites 
did pafſi ons a 


Tur rage Lok canal indulgence, i is ſuch, that 
e men commit theſe kinds of evil, with great 
greedineſs, and violence that is not eaſily reſtrain- 
ed. The-bodily appetites and paſſions, notwith- 

| ſtanding, are all right, uſefuband neceffary, accord. 
ing io nature. All debauchery and excels, : are no 
other, than the unreaſonable abuſe and perverſion 
of them. The God of Nature deſigned them on- 
ly-for the happieſt, wiſeſt purpoſes—and without 
theſe #ative, needſul propenſities, mankind could 
not ſubſiſt : But adegenerate world have proſtitut- 
ed them to the vile ſervice of theſe luſts atid ſin- 
ful pleaſures. Goy has given us reaſon to control 
them, and it is the part and duty of reaſonable be- 
ings, to. keep their paſſions and lower powers un- 
der ſubjection and command. The bodily appe- 
tites and inclinations are the feroants of the un. 
derſtanding. But it happens in the 7/71? world 
of man, as it does in the great world about him, 
there is a luſt of power among his faculties, and 
the appetites uſurp authority over reaſon; and 
what-can be expected but madneſs and confuſion, 
rioting, and all manner of exceſs, When the paſ- 


ſions take up the reins, ang reaſon is n 
her thr:ne? . 


Or this huge tribe of ice and Gchaueb 
dees, Vins has her votaries in great numbers, of all 
degrees and of all complexions. And multitudes 
alto conſectate themſelves, their ſtrength — 
N e ſtance, 
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ſtance, their honour and reputation, to the ſhame- 
ful, debilitating ſervice of the God of rum and 


dw inc. 3 


us tort, drunkenneſs and ſornication nin; 


tomy and interrperance, diſſipation, extravagance, 
and ubrhe abeminable kinds of uncleanneſs; are 


tampant and abounding vices in this lewd,-cor- 
e ee be een 


Tas Phaeton paſſion, "DRL furious and head! 


| lang reiects the path Heaven has ꝓreſcribed 


violates the courſe and order of nature and ſets 
the moral world an fire. 


Lx us. therefore, my good "SERINE never be 
conformed to. ſuch a world, as this, in any of its 
luſts and, impurities. For ſuch a walk after the 
fleſh. ſhall die. They are ſuch as cannot pleaſe 
Gov, who has called us to glory and virtue. On- 
ly the pure in heart ſhall. ſee Gob, and nothing 
that defiles.ſhall enter into his kingdom. We are 
required to walk. by faith, not by A liche and ſenſe. 
And putting off, concerning the former conver- 
Arion; the o man which is corrupt, acrording to 
the luftstof Betwit, we muſt put on the aeum man, 
which, after the likenefs of Gop, is created in 
Fighicouſneſs, and the holineſs of truth. 


N I particular if we would guard againſt un- 
eleanneſs, let us recollect the chaſtity of Jos En. 
ho wheneourted, and wepeatedly; preſſed by an 
amorous and rayah miſtreſs, under all circum- 


eee eee forced: himſelf 


away 
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away from her i inticements and embraces, with 
this pious 1 reflection in his mouth, Hzw can I de 
this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God. An in- 
ſtance of virtue worthy to be recorded, and hand- 
ed down to the lateſt poſterity for where ſhall 
we find another inſtance ? Read the ſeventh of 
Proverbs, How a young man {obſerve he was void 


of underſtanding) was caught and ſeduced by a 


Aatrering, impudent Strumpel, and he followed her 


as an Ox goeth to the ſlaughter, or a Bird to the 
mare, until his health and viral ſtrength failed, and 


he found that her houſe was the way to hell, and N 
led down to the chambers of death. 


Axp with regard to intemperance and excels, 
Jet it be remembered, that drunkards, no more than 
fornicators and adulterers, ſhall inherit the king- 
dom of Chriſt and of God. Therefore let us walk 
decently as intheday, not in rioting and drunken- 
neſs, not in chambering and wantonnefs ; but put 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make no Proviſion 


for the fleſh, tofulfill the luſts thereof. 


'Oxct more cthly.—In its wreth, 1 5 
revenge, and the paſſions of the iraſcible kind, let 


us not be conformed to this world. 


Turns is nothing perhaps, in which this 
world differs more from the bleſſed inhabitants in 


the world above, or in which they more reſemble 
infernal beings, than in theſe malignant, odious 


tempers, of anger and reſentment, envy and r11-roill. 

Theſe fill the world with diſcord and enmity, and 

deſtroy that ſweet harmony, love and friendſhip, 
: = in 
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| 10 which the n and comfort of * ſo- 
ciety conſiſts. According to the falſe notions of 
this depraved, hoſtile world, it is made a point of 
honour to reſent every affront—to demand full 
ſatis faction for every ſuppoſed injury, in word or 
action, and not ſuffer the inſult of an MOEN to £0 
unrevenged. | | | 


Hencz comes mortal duels, daily quarrels, a 
litigious ſpirit, and perpetual bitter contentions. 
Theſe troubleſome, vexatious paſſions, among o- 
ther things, ſtir up wars and diſſentions, among 
princes and nations—they arm individuals againſt 
each other, and produce endleſs diſputes and al- 
tercations among men. The attempting at nice 


and extreme right occaſions groſs and extreme 


wrong. This is the /crupulous, the ſelſiſb ſpirit of 
the world; every one ſtands upon what, he calls, 
ſtrict juſtice, and proper reſpect, and will be judge 
andavenger of his own wrongs Duellers eſpecial- 
ly. But our divine Lord, has taught us another 
method : The ſpirit of the goſpel is quite a differ- 
ent thing. According to this, it is the part of 
honour to be meek and patient, to hold in reſent- 
ment, and reſtrain a revengeful diſpoſition. He is 
the man of honour and a noble ſpirit, that is eaſy 
to forgive, that can love an enemy, and overcome 
evil with good. This indeed is the eſtabliſhed 
chriſtian law of retaliation - and as the moſt glori- 
ou: and often the moſt /ucce/s/ul method of revenge. 
This is conſiſtent with the peace of the world, and 
would prevent endleſs feuds, diſturbances, and 
miſeries in ſociety. And by common prudence, 
we 
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ve may generally prevent any advantage being ta. 
ten of us by ſuch as might think to avait' them- 

ſelves of our eaſineſs, lenity and forbearanee, and 
treſpaſs upon our good nature. | 


Tur world thinks it mean and daffardly, even 
an inexcuſeable tameneſs and cowardice; for a man 


to bear in peace and ſilence the abuſes and re- 
proaches of others: But religion ſays, it is the 


glory of a man to paſs overa tranſpreffion. Chrif- 
tianity reaches us to recompence no man evil ſor 
evil, and not to avenge ourfelves ; but leaue von- 
geance to Gos, to whom it belongs. Why thera- 
fore ſhbuld we conform ourſelves, either in ſpirir 
or conduct, to the malignant manners andeuſtoms 
of this proud and ill- natured world ? Rather let 
us put away all theſe from our hearts, anger, wrath, 
malice, and all bitterneſs, flander, and evil ſpeak- 
ing from our mouths. For nothing will more ef- 
tectually diſtinguiſh us from this prefent' exil 
world, or conform us more to the world above, 
than ſuch tenderneſs, goodnefs, and uni verfal be- 
nevglence ; which is the proſeſſed pint of the 
fociety, who have done me the i gre on to trad 
me their Monitor this day. 


To them, more particuliarſy therefore, ſuffer 
me to recommend the e commandment of our 
divine Lorp, as being ſuitable to the genus of 
Maſonry, and its exalted ideas of Benevolence, 


Namely, 70 ove one another even as be bes leved 


Us.“ 
| Tat 


6 


4 


T. 
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Tux la Wof love is as old as the creation; but 


that we ſhbuld/love one another, even as he has 
loved us—/Þ3s 75 new. | 


Born Jews and Pagans, have failed i in point 
of benevolence. But the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God, has raiſed this nobie virtue, to a moſt ſur- 
priſi ing height! We can hardly reach the ſubli- 
mity of it in our thoughts ; but alaſs! how much 
does the general practice of chriſtians ſink below 


it! eſpecially when they deſtroy, inftead of fave. 
each others lives. 


Maxx1ND being one great fraternity, pain 
ing the ſame nature, and having Gop for rheif 
common Father,ſhould love one another,of every 
nation, religion and language. 


Tux difference of colour, cuſtom; and. opin- 
ion in things of a civil or ſacred nature, and o- 
ther local and accidental diſtinctions, are no rea- 
fon, 'in the nature of things, for hating. or mal- 
treating one another—all are endued with the 
ſame moral ſenſe—all are accountable to the ſame 


judge—all are alike free agents, and have a claim 


to the right of private Judgment, and to act for 
themſelves. 


Mokrovrz, as what ſtill further connect, and 
ſhould endear them to one another, Gop, the Su- 
preme, Univerſal Father, has mercy upon all— 


being all in the ſome' unhappy circumſtances, a- 


like unworthy, and ſtanding in need of his com- 


paſſion; his goodneſs is unconfined, and without 


partiality, and there can be no reſpect of perſons 
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with! him. He is perfect reaſon, perfect rectitudr 
—and- reaſon and righteouſneſs are the ſame in 
Gov, that thev are in us - otherwiſe he could not 
appeal to the huma! underſtanding, for the equa- 
lity of his ways, faying, © are not my ways e⸗ 
qual ?” ; 

Ali the ends of the earth are invited to look 
unto Gop, and be ſaved. Such as enjoy noexternal 
revelation, ad never heard of the name of Irsus, 
or of that ſpecial, peculiar way and manner, in which 
Go is pleaſed to manifeſt and make ſuch rich 
diſplays of his favour to the world, through a 
Mediator, are yet ſharers in the grace of redemp- 
tion. The goodneſs and grace 6f Gop to us, is 
not bounded by our knowledge, or obſtructed by 
Our ignorance - nor is it any uncommon thing, 
for mankind to partake of uncovenanted mercies, 
or the bleſſings of a covenant they have no know 
ledge of—witneſs the covenant of the Rain-Boww, 
the promiſe of ſeed-time and harveſt, &c. of 


which great part of mankind have no knowledge 


by revelation or tradition. Men may be ignorant 
through neceſſity, but they are mo fo vicious 
through chorce. Fe 0 

In a word, Gop will finally reward all men, 
according to their works, and the improvement 
they have made of the talents committed to their 


truſt - For he requires of men according to what 

they have; not according to what they have not. 
Nor did he ſend his ſon into the world to con- 
demn It, but to ſave it. 


ALL mankind, even in the darkeſt corners of 


the earth, are moral agents, and in a ſtate of trial 


and 


| 35 
and probation—and if they have not the toriſen 
law, yet they are a law unto themſelves, and have 


it inſcribed upon their hearts; and their own 


hearts and conſciences ow acquit or condemane 
them, and will do ſo at the laft day. | 


Tur ſame grace and promiſe, through Jesus 
CuRis r, /aves all in every age and nation, civiliz - 
:d or ſavage, that fear Gop and work righteouſ- 
neſs. This conſideration ſhould ſerve to ſtrength- 
en and increaſe our love, both to Gop, our com- 
mon benefactor, and to our fellow- men, all parta- 
kers of his diſintereſted grace and commiſſeration. 
For mankind, though differently ſituated, and 
more or leſs happy, in the light and advan- 
tages they enjoy, are yet all partakers of the ſame 
common ſalvation, jews and Gentiles. And for 
Chriſtians to reſtrain the favour of Heaven to 
themſelves, or their own contracted party among 
themſelves, to the excluſion of the reſt of the 
world, and the Jews among others, is no other 
than that ſame prejudice, pride and ſelfiſhneſs, 
which we agree to condemn in thoſe ancient Bigots, 
who ſet at nought all other nations, and looked 
upon them as nothing in the account of Gop. 


Wiru regard both to Jews and Chriſtians, it 
may be ſuppoſed, without cenſoriouſneſs, that 
they have often anathematized men much better 
than themſelves : To be ſure that pride and par- 
tiality, which is ſo prone to reprobate others, was 
never found to be a mark of ſuperior worth and 
virtue. True © Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not 
puffed vp. * Tf our love reſembles that of our 

Lord 
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Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the great MAST ER 
BUILDER of the Church, it will be Uuniversa:— 


It will be condeſcending—it will bedi/interefted. We 


ſhall nor only be kindly affectioned one towa rds 

another, but our love will abound. our hęarts Will 
overflow with benevolence, and the generous affec- 
tion will not only embrace, moſt cordially, all 
our Chriſtian Brethren, and ſocial connections, 
but will expand, wide as the world, and compre- 
hend enemies as well as friends ; and ſuch as abuſe 


our goodneſs, as well ſuch as fatter c our vanity. | 


NEITHER ſhall we eſteem any ſervice of hum. 
ble benevolence, to the leaſt of all ſaints, and low- 
eſt of mankind, unworthy of our character and ſta- 
tion, how exalted ſoever. For if Kings and Em- 
perors ſhould come down from their thrones, in 
ſervile } wit, to waſh the feet, or clean the ſhoes 
of the meaneſt of their ſervants, i it would not de- 
ſerve the name of humility and ſelf- -denial, when 
compared with the condeſcenſion of the King of 
Kings, and Heir of all things! Never let us think 


any one, however /ow, or weak, or even wicked, 


beneath our love and regard, when we conſider 
how low the love of Chriſt has deſcended to reach 
us. It is not enough that we do not hate and in- 
Jure any one—we muſt love and oblige all men. 
It is hot enough, indeed, that we are kind, for- 
bearingand forgiving to friends and foes ; but we 
mult /aper-abound in acts of benificence, and de- 
vote not only our fortunes, but our very lives to 
their ſervice, when the glory and intereſt of the 
great Redeemer and univerſal Saviour, 18 concern” 
cd in it, and requires it of us, — hall unha ppy 
dependent 


ä 


—' 


87 


dependent mortals, ſpite and envy, miſchief and 


devour ne another, when Heaven is ſo infinitely 
kind and propitious to them all! © Behold how 
good 2 and. how pleaſant it would be for Brethren 
of this huge family of the world, to awell togeth- 
er in peace and unity! Only let that ſpirit of 
benevolence and juſtice obtain among the nations, 
that i is ſet on foot by the goſpel, and recommend- 
ed by the Maſonic. Inſtitution, : and from a ſcene of 


carnage and deſolation, it would ſoon be changed 


Into. A Paradiſe of plenty, pleaſure and ſecurity.— 
It i is that Vain, inſatiable” love of victory, and luſt 


of. avarice and unjuſt. dominion, with which the 


fanc ied 17775 of the earth, have been all zlong 
In ire that has waſted, impoveriſhed, and enſlaved 


it - and 40 often Jeluged the world in blood. —But 


we hope. a better ſpirit begins to prevail that li- 
berty and plenty will ſucceed to ty ranny and op- 
prefſion, . and univerſal peace to the horrors and 
devaſtations af War that knowledge will be in- 
Fe the rights of human nature be better un- 
derſtood V and brutal ignorance, and cruel ſuperſti- 


tion, ceaſe from among men. Ol let pride and 
avarice, envy and ſelfiſhneſs, together with the 


demon of bigotry, and other deſiructive paſſions, 
be forever expelled from the human heart, To 
that ſociety, more eſpecially, whoſe characteriſtic 
18 benevolence and humanity, I may be allowed 
ſtrongly to recommend the chriſtian affection, and 
the love of Jeſus. Let common otiilanthropy be- 
come exalted into goſpel, divine virtue. Receive 


che new/Commandinent of your Lord—become 


his diſciples, and live and love like him. 
13 | hott; © £2 AnD 


— 


38 


Aub let us all, my bearers, be ambitious to im. 
bibe largely the noble, generous, diſintereſted ſpi- 
rit of the golpel—that heavenly ſpirit and temper 
that ſtand contraſted to the baſe, ſordid, merci- 
nary ſpirit of this world. ——Away all malignant 
helliſh paſſions from our breaſts Come all ye 
bleſſed fruits of the ſpirit, ye ſmiling, happy train, 
love, joy, peace, gentleneſs, meekneſs, patience, 
temperance, with goodneſs, righteouſneſs, truth, 
take poſſeſſion, and become rooted in our hearts, 
and baniſh forever the ſpirit of the world, and the 

| wicked one. Lea, come holy ſpirit, heavenly 
dove, lodge in.ti.e temple of our hearts, and puri- 
ty them for the reſidence of the Son of God. 
Come Lord Jeſus, drive out of theſe temples all 
things that offend, and be not as a way. faring 
man, but dwe/! in our hearts, by faith, and maFe_ 
them the place of thy reſt. —Then—we ſhall 
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A not be conformed in our moral temper and hu- 
N mour tothis vain and wicked world, but be trans- 
8 formed and brought over, to quite another charac · 
ft ter and turn of mind, and become built up more 
1-4 and more, into a holy temple in the Lorxn. In 
i at hom the whole body fitly joined together, and 
5. compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, 
4 according to the effectual working in the meaſure 
# of every part, maketh increaſe of the body unto 
"i the edifying of itſelf in love. 
* Tavs I have endeavoured to give a little 
1 tketch of the moral character of this Sad world, 
55 (and of the contrary character) and hope I have 
8 done it no injury and wrong, or been guilty of that 


aſper ſion and evil ſpeaking, that has been cenſur- 
. ed 


39 

ed and condemned before, as one s of its aka 8 
It is an impious, ſuperſtitious world, in which, either Atheiſm 
er irreligion, on the one hand, or enthuſiaſm and hypocriſy on 
the other, very generally prevail. Iris a proud, haughty, vain- 
glorious world, affecting outlide ſhow, pomp, and magnificence, 
much in the ſame propertion, as it has fallen from its original 
perfektion, and excellence, and ſunk into a ſtate of vanity and 
diſgrace. It is an avaricious,greedy world, ſcraping together its 
own duſt—cruel, oppreſſive, and devoted to the ſervice of mam- 
mon, It is a lordly, domineering world —enſlaved itfelf, it is 
become an enemy to liberty, and with reſtleſs efforts, and un- 
ceaſing induftry, is always aſpiring at tyranny. It is a de- 
bauched, impure world, purſuing fleſhly pleaſures, and given up 
to ſenſuality, luxury, and exceſs—and to crown all, and to 
give the finiſhing ſtroke to its bad character, it is a wrathful, 
malevolent world — indignant, envious, revengeful, and failing 
In point of benevolence and charity, ſomehow, in the ſame de- 
gree that its own unhappy circumſtances, require pity and aſ- 
ſiſtance from others. Well, therefore, mighi one Apoſtle ſay, 
$ Be not conformed to this world“ —and another, Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world.” Well may 
Chriſtians be exhorted to keep themſelves un ſpotted from the 
world, and be required to eſcape the corruption that is in the 
world thro? luſt, No wonder the whole world is ſaid to be guil- 
ty before Goo that every mouth is ſtopped, and that all fleſh has 
corrupted its way Ne wonder /God ſent the deluge, and the 
eld world was deſtroyed by water And that the preſent world 
is conſigned to the final conflagration, and ſhall be conſumed 
and purified by fire. But it is a matter of the higheſt wonder and 
ſpeculation, to men and angeis, that the character and impiety 
of the world conſidered, God ſhould fend his Sox into it, not to 
condemn the world, but that the world throngh him might be 
ſaved,” — That * whoſoever believes on him might not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. Herein is love, ſuch as dwells in 
Heaven, not on earth. That the Father ſhould not ſpare, but 
give up his only begotten ſon for us all, that we might have re- 
demption through his blood ! And that the moſt benevolent Sa- 
viour, the Sow or Gop, and Prit.ce of Heaven, ſhould conde- 
ſcend to dwell on earth, and ſuffer the curſed death of he croſs, - 
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£5 ſecure new lifs and A p! orious immortality for ſtäfar bal 
Fix AL Lv, and in a word: If it be required nen, to whit 
muſt we be conformed, if not to the world, in which we live? 
The anſwer i is, we muſt conform ourſelves to that Kingdo! om of 
ngbteoufnefs, which is not of this world, but of a genius auc 
complexion, the reveiſe of it; and which our bleſſe@ Lord and 
Saviour has eſiabliſhed here on earth, amidſt all the "imp piety} 
pride, luxury and folly that prevails i in it, Now thik is 540 b. | 
effected by our being transformed ard renewed in 'the ſpirit of 
our minds—by becoming the workmanſhip: of G05, created'in 
Chriſt Jeſus to good works, which God has fore. 7 that 
we ſhould walk in them—by living according to rule; and con- 
ſianily parſuing the line of our duty. In piety, puriiy, hümil- 
ity, charity, and all goodneſs, we muſt be conformed to the world 
above, Gcherwiſe we ſhall be condemned with this would be“ 
low. And we may learn the ſpirit and genius of celettial be: 
ings, from the charafter and example of our Grand AH. after aud 
Los, for he came down from Heaven. Came from thence, 
on no leſs admirable, benevolent, and virtuous a deſign, than 
to call and recover imners to repentance and 0 Fr and 
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back to Gov and Fe And 8 Baiwed his Eberts 
and painful work on earth, and laid Arong and invincible the 
foundation of his Church and Kingdom in it, he aſcended up 
from whence he came to thoſe joys and honours that are the 
ſure reward of virtue and benevolence, And by copying his 
perfeQtions, and becoming aſſimilated to him, in moral charac- 
ter, we may be aſſured of a like recompence and advancement, 
and in due time, of taking up our lodging, and final reſidence in 
thoſe happy manſions, he is gone before to prepare To prepare 
and put in order, againft the arrival,and for the glorious, joyful 
reception of that immenſe multitude, of expected friends and 
faithful followers, whom hs has redeemed to Gop by bis blood, 

out of every kindred, tongue, people and nation, underHeaven, 


TrzrzroRkt, now unto Him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our fins in his own blobd, and hath made us Kings ard 
Priefts unto Gop, and his F FO : = To him be glory and do- 
minion, forever and ever, Aux. 
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